COMMUNITY COUNCIL

February 24th, 2025, Membership Meeting Minutes

1. Welcome. Motion to approve the agenda. Approved as is.

2. Updates:

a. CPD - District 1 Report — New District 1 Captain Snider introduced.
b. Rec Center Updates / activities — Rick / 3CDC

vi.

Daniel Betts thanked the OTR Rec Center for their role as a warming center this winter. OTR
entities are working on a plan for next year.

OTR Rec Center will close at the end of May. As many furnishings as possible will be
repurposed.

Rick and 7 staff members will be reassigned to other centers. Many thanks were given to Rick
for his incredible leadership at the Rec Center over the recent years.

10 youth participated in the OTR Rec Center after school program this year. Rec will make sure
they have transportation to a different rec center next year.

Summer programs- Alternative summer programs will be at the Lincoln and Corryville Rec
Center. Free transportation will be provided to OTR youth.

Skating — Similar rink will be available for use at Winton Hills Community Center.

c. Ern—Announcement of much needed community cleanups including a cleanup blitz.

3CDC cleanups scheduled for March 13th and 14th around Findlay Market. Findlay Market will
have there own on Saturday March 22",
OTRCC will sponsor 4 cleanups this year with the first one being Saturday, April 19t.

3. Presentation / discussion / Motions

a. Motion - Send the following letter to City Council, City Manager, and Mayor Aftab Pureval:

The owners of 2020 and 2024 Elm Street Cincinnati, Ohio 45202, have pulled a permit on
January 29th, 2025, to rehab a vacant building into a liquor and packaged beer and wine
store. Do you have any idea what a liquor/package beer and wine store can do to a poor
neighborhood? Throughout our city, when stores of this kind are present in poor
neighborhoods they fuel alcohol sales for the neighborhood and lead to open container
consumption, loitering, drug transactions, litter, and disturbances, These stores can be
devastating to the quality of life for residents, businesses and visitors. This part of OTR is
still blighted and frequented by chronic homeless individuals who are dealing with alcohol
and substance addictions and mental health illnesses. Less than 25 yards away in the very
same parking lot to the east is the Volunteer of America, a halfway house where roughly
130 inmates are housed. Many of these inmates are also dealing with drug and alcohol
addiction and would pass this proposed liquor / package store on work related releases.
Seventy-five yards to the west at 2000 Dunlap Street is the proposed site for Gloria's
House. Construction for this project has broken ground and it is designed to house 44
chronically homeless individuals who are suffering from mental health issues and
addiction to alcohol and drugs. Placing a liquor store in this environment will cause
considerable damage to the fabric of this transitional neighborhood and is unacceptable



and poses a serious threat to the safety and wellness of the poverty-stricken neighbors
and those who are housed in nearby institutions. Are we powerless to allow this type of
predatory business in a neighborhood populated by poor people? We urge City Council,
City Manager, and Mayor Aftab Pureval to use all of their legal authority to stop the opening
of this store.

ii. Lots of negative commentary on the tone of the letter. Letter as written was voted down.

b. Motion — Approve the attached letter of recommendation in support of Tory Young’s work in OTR.
Motion brought forward by Alexis Marsh. Comments made that OTRCC should and shouldn’t in the
future be in the business of letters of recommendations. Suggestion that BOT consider this issue in the
future. Motion passed.

c. Motion — Approve the attached letter addressing resident after hours parking in Findlay Market parking
lots. Motion brought forward by Alexis Marsh. Alexis pulled the motion due to time constraints. She
asked that interested members join the conversation in the Quality-of-Life Committee.

d. Motion - Approve the following nomination committee to oversee the upcoming BOT election in June:
Walter Carter, Julie Ogletree, and Ern Tan. We will briefly talk about our draft election plan and share
the timeline as per bylaws. Ern stated that two main functions are to recruit BOT nominees and to plan
the election. Motion passed.

e. Motion — Approve 2 of these three street calming locations that are proposed by the BOT: 1) Liberty
between Pleasant and Vine; 2) Stark between Dunlap and Central Parkway; 3) Vine between Mulberry
and McMicken. Locations #1 and #3 voted on unanimously.

f. Motion: Approval of a ceremonial “Jim Scott Way” sign being permanently placed at Race and Liberty, in
honor of his life’s work in support of the Findlay Market Opening Day Parade. The city is planning on
placing the sign in advance of this year’s opening day parade, following OTRCC approval. Motion passed
unanimously by the BOT. Motion to ratify BOT’s approval. Motion passed unanimously.

4. Other Business

a. NSP status and discussion. (5-10 Minutes) Not done due to time constraint. Will be revisited in March.

b. Alexis Marsh - Announcement of a parking focused committee that will meet to discuss parking issues.
Alexis announced this in Item 3C.

c. Alexis Marsh - Info on street closures for the Opening Day parade. Will be letting folks know what
streets will be closed for parking and hopefully some alternate places to move their cars until the parade
is over. Alexis stated that if you are interested to contact her.

d. Alexis Marsh - A discussion of hosting/organizing CPR/First Aid course at the Rec Center. Not done due
to time constraints.

5. Officer Reports — Not done due to time constraints.

a. President:
Vice President:
Secretary: Motion to approve January 27", 2025, Membership Minutes. (Attached). Approval will be
done in March.

d. Treasurer: Motion to approve January 2025 Treasurer’s report. (Attached) Approval will be done in
March.

6. Motion to adjourn meeting. Motion adjourned at 7:42.



