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Over-the-Rhine Community Council

September 26, 2016 meeting minutes

1.
Call to order. 

Bob Sehlhorst, acting chair, called the meeting to order at 6:08 PM.  Total attendance was 61: 30 members and 31 guests were present.  Trustees in attendance were Cassandra Barham, Matt Jacob, David Macejko, Bob Sehlhorst, Amy Silver and John Walter. 
2. 
Approval of Agenda. 

Motion (Matt Jacob) and second (David Macejko) to approve the agenda.   

Discussion: Josh Spring said he wants to amend the agenda to put the Elm and Liberty Street development project on today's agenda for discussion and a vote. This, he said, is a huge development for Over-the-Rhine and yet we have heard nothing from the developers since approval of their concept plan.  The board said the topic should be on the OTRCC agenda ASAP—but it’s not here.  (And where are the board’s meeting minutes?).

Motion (Josh Spring) and second (Danny Klingler) to amend the agenda to add discussion and vote on the Elm and Liberty Street development.


Discussion:  Matt Jacob suggested that the item be put at the end of the agenda for discussion.  After further discussion it suggested that the procedural question should be split.  The amendment to discuss at the end of the meeting is okay.  The proposed vote would be out of order because the by-laws require that such items be put over until the next regular meeting.  Further, the by-laws do not allow suspension of the by-laws for this purpose.

Vote:  The amendment to the motion, adding discussion of Elm and Liberty to the end of the agenda, was approved.  The main motion, to approve the amended agenda, was also approved.

(Note:  Apparently, there were two versions of the agenda: one version, dated September 13, was posted on the website and another version, dated and distributed at the September 26 meeting. There were changes in both the organization and content of the September 13 agenda. But there was no explanation, however, as to the changes or the rationale for the changes.  Bob asked that we proceed using the September 26 version.)
3. 
Presentation and reports


a. Cincinnati Police District One: Capt. Lisa Davis.  Police Officer Rock presented on behalf of Capt. Davis.  3CDC has requested renewal of leases for use of Goose and Parvis alleys. The lease has been in effect since 2009 and affects the alleys between 14th and 15th streets. CPD is reaching out to the community council, renters and other stakeholders. Their feedback is due to city planning on October 5. Bonnie Neumeier doesn't support the lease renewal as it will facilitate the conversion of market rate housing into condominiums. That will be a barrier for lower income residents to live in Over-the-Rhine.  (Note: on the agenda, this item was not presented for action and no vote was taken.)


b. Rothenberg School: Amber Simpson. Principal Simpson said that current enrollment is 427 students in pre-kindergarten through sixth grade. There has been much press about the bad showing of CPS in the state-issued report cards. You may go to the Ohio Department of Education website to get data. Rothenberg had bad scores, primarily due to the students troubles in taking online tests. She believes they can do better and will because they are training the students for online testing. She also notes that the Rothenberg open house is scheduled for September 27 from 3 to 5 PM. Walter Carter said there is a history of Rothenberg students not doing well with technology. He recommends reaching out to gather more volunteers to work with the students. For example, Ohio Needs Jobs could volunteer for tech tutoring. Amber said she would continue to reach out for more volunteers to work with the students. She also said that congratulations are in order for the success of Vision 2020 plan. MOTR is Rothenberg’s business partner in this venture. They are training the students to be entrepreneurs and team members.


c. City Council Member Amy Murray. She has a monthly newsletter that she invited people to sign up for. For example, they recently had articles on MSD and the city's landlord training. Her goal is to make city hall more responsive and transparent. She invited people to call her if they are having problems with city services. She distributed a postcard with frequently called city hall telephone numbers. She is a member of the planning commission and chairs the  major transportation committee. She is promoting the city’s apps CincyEZPark and FixitCincy.  She said she is running for reelection and tries to visit each community councils once a year.

d.  Liquor license application for Panino restaurant at 131 Vine St.  There was no representative present at the meeting.


e.  Issue 44: Cincinnati school levy and preschool promise: William Thomas and Amber Simpson. This levy is a combination of general support for CPS and a new levy for preschool education. The intention is to improve the schools, especially those below qualify to improve their status. It also will establish a major ($18 M) pre-school initiative to prepare children to enter school. They're looking for more community schools, to improve the quality of schools, and to graduate "college ready students." Amber added that Rothenberg certainly could use more resources to upgrade the school and to address Rothenberg’s needs under Vision 2020.,

f.  Project Court and Spark (mini-park survey): Myra Greenberg. Myra said she wants to preserve existing parks and create new ones (e.g., Mohawk at Renner; Central Pkwy at Liberty; Rothenberg playground). The OTR comprehensive plan is out of date (she brought a copy of the park and recreation area map as well as a map of Over-the-Rhine with a list of parks and related resources).  The survey’s purpose is to gain input from OTRCC members.  Since she did not have sufficient copies of her handouts, she invited people to call her to request copies and/or ask questions.  Her number is 721-2655.

g.  Brewery Heritage Trail: Steve Hampton. Steve is the director of the Brewery District’s Community Urban Redevelopment Corporation (CURA) and is here to give an update. The heritage trail is part of the district's comprehensive plan. The plan has been approved by the OTRCC. The trail will be a stimulus for economic development as well as historic preservation. The trail is approximately two miles long, meandering from the casino to Findlay Market to Mohawk Place. They’re partnering with the city, the Cincinnati Reds and ArtsWave for this $5 million project. $500,000 has been raised for phase one, wayfinding markers. On October 22, a smart phone app, which gives guided tours, will be released. Fourteen-inch medallions and new signage will mark the trail. Detailed information about the district and the trail is available on the district’s website—as is today’s presentation (http://www.brewingheritagetrail.org/). Josh asked what involvement there has been with the neighbors of the trail (e.g., trail tour guides)? Steve said they have always been open to partnering with neighbors and they have a continuing commitment to the neighborhood.


h.  Narrowing Liberty Street: Matt Andrews, Department of Transportation and Engineering. The Liberty Street safety project has been underway for two years and has reached the point of two alternates from which to choose. Matt is here to get a recommendation from the OTRCC. The choice is between a street with five traffic lanes or six traffic lanes. The other difference is whether a lane will be reserved for parking. Rush hour will be reserved for 7 AM to 7 PM. Rush hour parking restrictions will stop outside of those hours as well as on the weekends. In response to questions he said:



Under either alternate, a median will be installed where Pleasant Street crosses Liberty in order to facilitate pedestrian crossings.


 After a decision is made, the traffic engineers will look at installing a traffic signal at Pleasant and Liberty. 


Funding is available for project design but not for project construction. 


There is no study that compares the effects of lane alternatives. 


Residential parking on Liberty Street will be eliminated in some places (e.g., between Elm and Vine).

,

The department does not have a recommendation; however, either alternate is acceptable to the department.


The costs are about the same with a 15% difference with wider sidewalks.  Work will start on the south side of Liberty when the project  is implemented.


(Note:  Since this item was not presented as a voting item, he will return to the OTRCC October meeting for a recommendation by the body.)
4.
Trustee Reports

a.  Introduction of new board members. Bob introduced Bill Cappel.  Bill has lived in 

Over-the-Rhine for more than 10 years. He is an advocate of the new urbanism for cities. Because of his background in engineering, he will work on the Liberty Street study to move it forward to construction. He has not read the by-laws yet. He said he will work to improve and include more diversity (racial and economic) in the community council’s membership.


Bob introduced Maurice Wagoner. He has lived and worked in Over-the-Rhine for over a year. He wants to work to get more residents involved especially those who are not present or included in the council. He has not read the by-laws.


If approved, that action fills all vacancies on the board. There is not, however, a vice president. That officer’s position is expected to be filled at the next meeting.

Motion (David Macejko) and second (Cassandra Barham) to ratify the appointment of Bill Cappel and Maurice Wagoner.  

Discussion:  The motion was split into separate votes on the two candidates.  

Vote:  Both motions passed.  


b.  Approval of August minutes.   


Motion (Matt Jacob) and second (David Macejko) to approve the minutes.



Discussion:  Peter Hames said he has amendments to the August minutes that will replace the text under “Discussion and Concerns from those in attendance (sic).”  


Motion (Peter Hames) second (Margy Waller) to replace the text, as cited above in the August minutes, with the following text:
1.
Peter Hames asked about the status of the membership’s resolution to create a committee to review the by-laws. That was back in February 2016, based upon the confusion over a vacancy on the board of trustees and the vice president declining to assume the office of president.


Martha Good said that she had a created a committee, talked with other councils about the by-laws and was continuing to work on the project.


Peter said he would expect a status report on the by-laws resolution at the next meeting and Martha agreed to present a report.


2. 
Peter Hames said he is concerned that agenda packets are not being mailed to members who do not have email addresses. He asked what the current procedure is for mailing out the agenda packet.


Martha Good said that she contacted a member last winter about mailing out the packets but never heard back from him. So she does not know if any have been mailed out since last February.


Peter said that the by-laws require that physical mailings of agenda packets take place. He offered to give the citation. He said that the by-laws’ requirements and past practices should be in force for the September meeting.



Peter also noted that agenda packets for this meeting were not mailed out.

Vote:  The amendment passed as did the amended main motion to approve the minutes.


c.  Treasurers report and NSP 2017: Matt Jacob. Matt's report showed major disbursements for National Night Out expense reimbursement to Peter Hames and web design expense to Peter Adams. Peter Hames asked what are the web design improvements that have been made as he has not seen any. Matt said they are still in the design process and should be finished soon. Peter said he believes that the webpage should have a blog upon which members can communicate with each other about OTRCC matters.

Matt said three priorities were submitted to the city for the community budget request (CBR) program. They are: construction for Liberty Street, a parking feasibility study for OTR and renewal of the sheriff's litter pickup program. We know that there are no construction funds for Liberty Street. The others go to the respective city departments for assessment. Some funding for the sheriff's litter pickup program has been reinstated with a focus upon the streetcar line.

The FY 2016 - 17 neighborhood support program (NSP) has funding of $6,800. The funding will go to buying street flowerpots for certain areas, website design, insurance for board members and National Night Out coverage.

The FY 2017 – 18 needs new ideas for NSP spending. Matt will solicit them next month.
5.  Announcements and upcoming events

Commissioner Todd Portune has been waiting patiently to address the body and now, because of the late hour, needs to depart. He was one of the two commissioners, with David Pepper and Sheriff Leis, that started the sheriff's litter pickup program in Over-the-Rhine. He said he shares the desire to improve litter pickup and recycling and invites people to contact the Hamilton County Recycling and Solid Waste program.  The director is Holly Chrisman, 946-7705 or Google it.  There is a policy committee that would make recommendations about the sheriff’s program.  Most of all, contact the other commissioners to let them know that you want the program to continue. By the way, he is running for reelection.


Sheriff’s litter pickup program will be put on the October meeting agenda.


Board member Cassandra Barham announced the OTR Day of Hope.  This is a problem solving initiative named: Community Conversation: Am I My Brother's Keeper? It will be October 15 at Findlay Park, 12 pm to 3pm.. Prince of Peace Lutheran church and the OTR Faith Alliance are sponsoring it.

a.  Voter registration available. Literature is available at the literature table. Be sure and register to vote if you haven't already.


b. OTR Sanctuary @ Woodward Theater: Shawn Braley. This is a new church in OTR.  The launch will take place on Sunday, October 2 at 11 AM. It will be held at the Woodward Theater, 1404 Main St. Its mission is Go. Love. Live.  (www.sancturaryOTR.org) 

c.  Clean up Cincinnati October 8: Matt Keil.  There was no speaker in attendance.


d. Xavier University Nursing Community Assessment Project: Jessica Bauer. There was no speaker in attendance.

e.  Cincinnati Manufacturing Certificate Program: LaVerne DeAmond. The program started in 2009.  It is a city-county program of the Community Action Agency and trains people for production technician certification. There is no cost to those who are enrolled. Call 924-2027 for more information. The next program starts on October 24.

f.  Kenwood Rehab Centers Health And Wellness Program in OTR: Dr. Dan Buchanan. There was no speaker in attendance.

6.
Elm and Liberty project.

Motion (Josh Spring) and second (Myra Greenberg) to call a special meeting of OTRCC on October 5 at 6 PM in the OTR rec center. 

Discussion:  The purpose of the meeting is to discuss and vote on whether or not to support the Elm and Liberty project. The developers have not followed through on their promises. They said they would meet with the community council and the informal committee, including representatives from the OTR Foundation. They told the planning commission they would meet with us but they never have. Now their plan is working its way through the city's decision-making processes and we are concerned that our voice will be lost unless we act now. We do not know the status of their "final plan." There is, however, a plan in the works and they have not brought it to us. We need to hear from them and city staff.  The meeting agenda will include: questions from the membership for the developers; developer’s response; vote yes or no on supporting the project.

Vote:  The motion passed (14-0).


This item and the MSD sewer rate hearing should also appear on the OTR's he October meeting agenda.

