[image: image1.png]O O

OVER-THE-RHINE COMMUNITY COUNCIL




Over the Rhine Community Council Membership Meeting 
July 27, 2015 Minutes 
1.
Call to Order:  











6:00 
a. Neighbor Introductions

b. Approval of Agenda

Motion/Second: Joe Mock/David Macejko.  Approved.



2. Trustee Reports:  










a. President:  Introduction of newly elected Board of Trustees and Officers and ratification of election of 2015 – 2017 officers.
M/S:  Peter Hames/Joe Mock.  Approved. 
b. Approval of Secretary and Treasurer Reports
M/S:  Matt Jacob/Bob Sehlhorst.  Approved

3. Presentations and Reports








a.
Cincinnati Police District 1 - Captain Michael John.  Citywide stats aren’t great but OTR is looking alright - over last 3 years we are down, significantly, in robbery (26% decrease), 22 robberies (average), down in aggravated assaults, same in burglaries, auto theft (down 50%). Lots of police at Lumenocity.  All Star Game week was very successful.  There were no questions.



b.
Lumenocity – Steve Chin, CSO.  Everyone knows about it and there will be new features this year.  The village (food, beer, arts and crafts) doesn’t require a ticket to enter and it will be open all five nights.  There will be a new beer through Rhinegeist.  Steve brought two tickets to be given away this evening.

Question:  How will parking be handled? Get there as early as possible, no street closures 

c.
Ziegler Park Plans – Adam Gelter, 3CDC.  After Woodward meeting there will be one more community discussion, he is leaving additional feedback sheets, form also available on the 3CDC website, date had not been set yet of when park will be started


No questions/comments
d.
MSD – Dawn Jackson.  Representing MSD, Asking what we need from them with projects or customer service, brief update- sewer description… Sharp alley sewer complete!   Call them at 352-4500 for fast response times.

Matt Jacob thanked Dawn and their work and asked if they put the original Sharp alley pavers back? She said she will get the phone number to Matt later

e.
State Representative Christie Kuhns.  Represents the 32nd district, including OTR, and is there to handle complaints and work on legislation.  Her priorities are the budget and fair housing.  She left copies of her newsletter.  Phone:  (614) 477-1645.  Email:  Rep32@ohiohouse.gov.
f.
Pleasant Street Parklet – Joe Hansbauer, Findlay Market.  The proposed parklet connects Findlay Market and Washington Park through Pleasant Street.  Joe discussed some active things they have already done on the street, working with UC’s MetroLab for the parklet installation 


Matthew Andrews, DOTE, explained parklets, discussed changing street directions, May 1- Oct. 1 pilot program for the parklet.  It needs a $300 city revocable street permit.


In a related update, Matthew said that DOTE is looking to make changes at the Liberty Street-Pleasant Street interchange to make it more pedestrian-friendly.  More on that in the fall.

Seth: who is paying for this? It will come out of city DOTE funds for OTR for median and bump outs and Grant Park (pedestrian connectivity). 


How many parking spots will this take up? 1 and/or 2 were both mentioned.

UC students: explained location between Liberty and Green Street, across from Home Grown.  Student explained their consideration in all of this and they explained again how they really worked with the community on this and what the community wanted.

Further questioning and conversation:
· What is the intended activity for this parklet? Bar top to sit and eat from Findlay Market, gathering space for cooking demonstrations, modular seating for demonstrations 20 ft in length, 6ft wide, 2 cars, images posted online later 

· Who asked for this in the first place? The community that was interviewed on Pleasant Streets
· Martha spoke about concern, have you fully considered the nuisance of a parklet? Supportive of students but wondering what will happen over time for those who live and work in the neighborhood 24x7?

· Angela asked how has this been advertised to the community? Concerned that OTR community housing doesn’t know about this nor does Volunteers of America. Michael Zaretsky explained the result of the input throughout these events with the community, 600 signed petition.
· Who will watch out for the parklet? Residents can call 911 if there is a problem


Seth: gave a history of parklets all over the world and Cincinnati 


After much discussion they said they are willing to come back for inputs if need be once the pilot program begins.  

We will load parklet images on the website:  http://otrcommunitycouncil.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/07/Pleasant-Street-Parklet-Presentation.pdf

Parklet Support Motion.  M/S:  Bob Sehlhorst/Michael Chewning.  Approved, with one vote against. 
g.
Rothenberg School Update – Barbra Bell.  There is a need for an OTRCC-Rothenberg liaison who can have a connection with her to sit in when she is unable.  Please reach out to Ryan if you can or want to.  Also, they need school supplies for the new school year and we will send out info in the newsletter.
h.
OTR – Football and Cheerleading Program - Paula Davis.  Her group is organizing a football team and cheerleading program.  It was suggested making a “Go Fund Me,” page via website.  We were encouraged to please support their football and cheerleading league.
i.
By-Laws Review Update – Peter Hames.  Peter reviewed the summary of proposed changes to the by-laws.  For example, we propose to change the meeting date from the final Monday of the month to the fourth Monday of the month. If you are interested in providing additional input, you can review it with Peter on Wednesday at 6:00 p.m. at the OTR Rec Center.  We want to vote on the changes at our August 31 meeting.  The summary and proposed changes will be posted on http://www.otrcommunitycouncil.org and will be mailed to those members who don’t have email.
j.
Davis Furniture Building – Peter Hames.  This motion was rolled over from the June meeting; the board of trustees approved it in June.  Peter presented a brief history of why the community is opposed to the demolition of the Davis Furniture Building and why it’s important for OTRCC to make a financial contribution to the defense fund.

Motion for OTRCC to contribute $1,000 toward legal representation on the Davis Furniture Building.  M/S:  Peter Hames/David Macejko.  Approved.

k.
OTR National Night Out Social – Peter Hames.  Once again OTRCC is producing a social for public safety personnel and community meembers to jointly share an evening of picnic socializing.  It will be on August 4, 5:30 to 7:00 at Findlay Market.

Motion for OTRCC to accept, with thanks, CPD $1,200 and Kroger $150 grants to fund the NNO Social and approves use OTRCC funds until reimbursement by CPD.  M/S Martha Dorf/Peter Hames.  Approved
4.
OTR Community Council Meeting Dates, Agenda Items and Event Announcements

· Future Meeting Dates and Events
· August 1 – 30th Annual OTR Community Festival at Washington Park
· August 4  – OTR National Night Out Social, at Findlay Market, 5:30 to 7:00
· August 31  – OTR Community Council August Membership Meeting, including a vote on proposed 


by-law changes.
5.
Adjourn 










7:30
